RELIGIOUS 


LITERARY REPOSITORY. 








EDITED BY A SOCIETY OF LAYMEN, MEMBERS OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCIL, 


NO. 9.] ANNAPOLIS, MAY 6, 1820. 








[VGL. I. 

















eaereiaas his forgiveness, or atheistically deni- 
The Repository is published twice a month, at Two ed his providence, by ascribing his 
Dollars per annum—Payabie in advance. . “ > a 
chastisements to the instruments 
Which he employed? 


“There is a time, and justice marks the date, 
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That hour elapsed, the incurable re volt 


Bishop Porieus’ Letter. | Is punished, and down comes the thunder bolt,” 

[Manifold indeed, and inestimable} The scoffing infidel indeed may 
are the civil and religious privileg: ‘ss doubt and deride the doctrine of a 
Which have been vouchsafed to US, /SUpet rintending Providence, and may 
and Oh! what au ungrateful return) persuade himself that the world we 
have we mace furtheim, to the Gra-/live in has been forsaken by its Crea- 
cious Author of “every good andjtor, and its affairs Icft to the guid- 
perfect gift’? Vorgetting him tolance ef chance. ‘Vhe christian is told 
whom we are indebted for ever yithat, «the most high raleth in the 
blessing that we cujoy, we are wont/ kingdom of man,” and ordereth all 
to ascribe them to ourselves and to,the concerns of men, according to 
our forefathers, and claim a right to|his pleasure. “ie putteth dowa, and 
use and abuse them as we please. —jseitcth up another”? And yet, even 
The warning voice of our God, has; among those who profess to believe 
been unheeded: his calls and exhor-jin the bible, how little attention is 
tations have been disregarded, and| paid to «ihe signs of tie times,” and 
every species of crime has abound-|how very little is done, to avert the 
ed in our land. «Beware that ye displeasure of Almighty God, from 
depart not from the living God.”—|a guilty, impe nitent, rebellious na- 
«Shall To not visit vou for theseltien? ‘There isevery where ‘a sul- 
things? saith the Lord.” And he hasjlen incorrigislencss” under the chas- 
visited this nation again, and again,|tisements of Heaven. 
fur its transgressions. But, have The truth is, that the important, 





these visitations had the designed ef- 
fect to bring us to “repent, and do 
works meet for repentance’—*to 
stand in awe and sia not’? Or. 
while the just judgments of God are 
‘abroad in the earth:” 


tress, he has scourged our land, have 





while by fire | 
and plague, by war, and national dis-! 
isten to publish, 


and we would add, most consolatory 
doctrine ofa superintending Provi- 
idence, is practically denied by many, 
even professing christians, ‘and felt 
in all its force, and all its coisequen- 
ces, by very few indeed. 

The “charge” which we now de- 
(and which was pre- 


we not sareicts warped 4 hoped for his; pared on the occasion of an earth- 
mercy, while we neclected (o seckdyuake felt in Manchester,) will in- 
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struct us inthe importance, as well 
as the truth of this doctrine, and 
that although God indeed punisheth 
guilty nations by means of second 
causes, those chastisements are a- 
mong ©the Lord’s doings, to pu- 
— the people that say in their 
heart, the Lord will not do good, 
ne ier will he do evil.” 

Let it be remembered, that the sins 
of a natien, are made up of the sins 
ofeach individual of that nation, 
and we shali then be at no loss to 
discaver, Where the work of the na- 
tion’s reform is tobe commenced by 
each individual+] 

TOTHE INHABITANTS OF MAN- 
CHESTER AND THE AD- 
JACENT PARTS 

My Friends and Brethren, 

The great dangers to which you 
have been so Jately exposed, and 
which you have so ptovidentiaily 
escaped, are of too important a na. 
ture, for me, Who stand to you in 
the near relation of Diocesan, to 
pass over in total silence. Notwith 
standing the recent date of that re- 
lation, {could not resist so power 
ful a call upon me to discharge my 
own duty, and remind you of yours. 
Phe occasion, FE hope, will jastily 
inc. It is in my apprehension a ve- 
ry serious one, A few weeks since, 
Tam persuaded, you yourselves 
tought so, whatever may be your 
epinton now, The firet impressions 
wuich the carthquake made upon 
you were, if seeins, sufficiently 
strong; but by this time, perhaps, 

ney may (in some of you at least) 
be entirely efeced, and you may be! 
Boing on in " e very same unren Lite, 
ted round of business or of plea- 
sure, as if tiie li the world ex- 
traordinary bad ever happened to 
vou. adap be (il case, it is but 
the more neerssary that I should 
bri ns ek this 2 Wakenin: os incident | 
io your thoughts ni a 1 chdga. | t 


oo 


Bishop Porteus’s Letter. 


vour to imprint a due sense of it up. 
on your minds. ‘The admonitions 
you have had are not, belicve me, to 
be treated as common trivial things, 
When the Almighty speaks in such 
tremendous language, he must not 
speak in vain, 

There may indeed possibly be 
some who will take pains to per- 
suade you that the Deity has no 
concern in events of this sort; that 
they are the result of chance, or 
the effects of natural causes, which 
have no dependence upon him; that 
‘the moment he made the world he 
gave up all care about it, and though 
the carth be shaken to its very cen- 
tre, he either sees it not, or sees it 
with perfect indifference and uncon- 
cern, f am notin a humour to waste 
the time that is destined to better 
land higher purposes in combating 
such extravagancies as these; nor 
wilh I pay so bad a compliment, ei- 
ther to your understandings, or your 
feclings, as to suppose you capable 
of listening to them. When your 





first terrifying alarm was over, and 
igave place to sober and cool reflec- 
tion, to what did this naturally lead 
your thoughts? Did itnot immediate- 

| ly direct them to the great Governor 
of the world? Were not youreyes and 
your hands (I may safely add your 
hearts too) almost involuntarily rais- 
ed uptohim, as having just given 2 
most eve display of his almighty 
power? Let the sceptic, if iie pleases, 

call this superstition. A name, I 
Lope, will not frighten you, especi- 
ally one so much abused and misap- 
iplic das this has lately been. If 
you part with every thing which 
such persons are pleased to call su- 
iperstition, you will very soon be 
eased, not only of all superstition, 
but of all religion too, for with 
‘them these are synonimous terms. 

Trust then (for you safely may) to 
‘the first movements of your heart on 
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Bishop Porleus’s Leiter. 


this occasion. ‘They were the sen-|This idea of his moral administrati- 
timents of nature. They are worth|on is abundantly confirmed by Scrip. 
a thousand metaphysical subtilties,|tare. [t represents him as exercis- 
and are confirmed by reason, Scrip-|ing a supreme and uncontroied do- 
ture, and experience. minion over all the several parts of 
What the immediate causes of|the material system, and making 
earthquakes are, I shall not here|use of them as ministers to execute 
stay to enquire. Notwithstanding|his will, ‘The sun, the moon, and 
several plausible and ingenious the-| all the other celestial bodies, have 
ovies concerning them, these disor-|their stations appointed. and thetr 
ders of our globe, likemany diseases| motions regulated by him(a). «He 
of our bodies, do still, in a great}makes the former and the latter 
measure, remain among the myste-|rains to descend, and his clouds to 
ries of nature, and that for a very |drop fatness on the earth’’(b), «He 
obvious reasons because we can nei [shuts up the sea with doors, and 
ther look into the bowels of the earth, |sa)ys, hitherto shalt thou come, but 
nov of the human frame. But what-/no farther, and here shall thy proud 
ever these causes may be, they musi | waves be stayed’’(c). «The thunder 
stil! be referred to the great First|is his voice, and the lightning he 
Cause and Author of all. Those laws | dispatches as his messenger to the 
of nature. as they are called, which) ends of the earth’ (d). The sword, the 
he has himself established. must be | pestilence, and famine, are all in- 
still under his over-ruling influence; struments of his displeasure(e). 
and controls and could they be for one, «Fire and hail, snow and vapours, 
moment interrupted, or suspended, | wind aud storm, fulfil his word’( f). 
without his knowledge or permissi- | All these things he «causes to come 
on, he would be no longer the so-| whether for correction or for mer- 
vercign of the universe. Even those|cy’(g). And ‘when these judg. 
things which appear to us the most|ments of Nis are in the earth.” we 
contingent and fortuitous, and which | are expressly told, that he expects 
we therefore call accidents, are all the inhabitants of the world will 
under the direction of Supreme In-|learn righteoasness’’(“). Surely 
teligence. «The lot is cast into the} tuen such convulsions of the globe 
lap, but the whole disposing thereof)as you have felt must be amongst 
is of the Lord,”** the means he makes use of for the 
Nor is this alls as he is not only |same iuportant purposes; and he, 
the preserver of the material. but the; without whose Knowledge not a spar. 
governor also of the moral world, | row falls to the gronnd(7), will not 
it is highly reasonable to suppose,|suffer “those pillars ct the earth 
that he may render the former sub-| which he himself bears up,” to be 
servient to the great purposes of the shaken(k), and the inhabitanis of it 
latter; and since he evidently design- 

















ed the regular course and order of a See Dent. iv. 19. Ps. civ. 19, 
nation f . ego 4 and ¢ fort 6 Jer. x. 24. Ps. Ixy. 12. 
nature for the support and comitor pads tended. 44. 
of man. we seem authorised to con- d Job xxxvii. 5, 3. 
clude, that he wil! apply its irregu- e2 Sam. xxiv. 13, 
*,°* . ~ . . ? Ig > * att . 
larities and disorders to his punish- fie acct a 
, sot g Job xxvil. 12, 15. 
ment, correction and admouition. A ts, xxvi. 9. 


*Pi ov, xvi. 33. | k Ps. Isxv. 4. 
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132 
to be filled with terror and conster- 
nation, but for great and weighty 
reasons. 

Let me not however be understood | 
to infer from hence, that because 
the earthquake was principally felt 
in your towns and neighbourhood, 
you are therefore more wicked than 
the rest of your countrymen; such a 
conclusion would be equally rash and 
unchristian. We are told, that even 
those «upon whom the tower in Si- 
loam fell’’*, were not sinners above 
ail others. But we ave all of us, 
God knows, sinners great enough 
to stand in need of frequent warn- 
ings and corrections: and whether 
your present situation may not pecu- 
liarly require such dreadful monitors 
as you have lately had, it behoves 
you very seriously to consider. By 
the flourishing state of your trade 
and manufactures, you have for ma- 
ny years been advancing rapidly in 
wealth and population. “Your towns 
are every day growing in size and 


splendour; many of the higher ranks | 


among you live in no small degree | 
of opulence; their inferiors, In ease} 
and plenty. 
of such affluence as this are, 
too well known. 
licentiousness of manners, 
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dom. What proportion of these may 
have fallen to yeur share, I have 
hitherto had no opportunity of know- 

jing; and it would therefore be as un- 
just, as | am sure it would be pain- 
iful, for me to become your accuser. 

Let me rather, with the sincerity of 
a friend, and the tenderness of a 
guardian over you, entreat you to 
be your own judges in this impor- 

tant question. You have had a loud 
call to recollection, ‘Judge, there- 
fore, yourselves brethren, that ye 
be not judged of the Lord.* Ex- 
amine your own hearts thoroughly, 
look well, extremely well, if there 
be any way of wickedness in you, 
that if there be you may turn from 
it into the way everlasting.+ It is 
possible, that notwithstanding the 
unhappy state of our national mo- 
‘als. you may have escaped the ge- 
neral contagion, may have been able 
to separate the advantages of wealth 
from its dangers and temptations, 
and to enjoy the one without being 
corrupted by the other. Should this 
happear to be the case, you have been 
highly favoured of heaven indeed, 





What the usual fruits: and have rea ison to thank God most 
is but. devoutly for 
Entemperauce and | general, however, it is certain, that 
wanton / the 


In 


so rare a felicity. 


autions so often given to God’s 


and foolish extravagance in (dress.| peculiar people, are but too necessa- 
in equipage, In houses, i in furniture, | ry for every other people in similar 
in entertainments; a passion for lux-| circumstances: «Beware that thou 
urious indulgences and frivolous ¢ - | forget not the Lord thy God in not 
musements; a gay thoughtiess indif-| keeping his commandments and _ his 





ference about a future life, and every | 


divine worship, a profanation of the 
day peculiarly set apart for it, and 
perhaps, to crown all, a disbelief and 
contenipt of the gospel; these are the 
vices and the follies which riches too 
often engender, and which [am sor- 
ry to add, they have with a fatal pro- 
fusion disseminated over this king- 





* Luke xu. 4. 


statutes which I command thee this 
thing connected with it; a neglect of| 


day. Lest when thou hast eaten and 
art full, and hast built goodly houses 
and dwelt therein; and when thy 
herds and thy flocks multiply,.and thy 
silver and thy gold is multiplied, and 
all that thou hast is multiplied, then 
thine heart be lifted up, and thou 
forget the Lord thy God; and thou 
say In thine heart, my power and 


*ixhortation inthe Communion Service. 
TPs, CXXXIX. 24. 








Socinianism. 133 


ihe might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth.’* 

ae admitting, what I hope may 

ery safely be admitted, that you 
ual be justly charged with such || 
impiety as this, that you are not 
wholly insensible, who it is that 
«cives you power both to get weaith”’ 
and to enjoy its, has your conduct 
been in other respects such as the 
gospel requires? Have you not only 
kept clear of «presumptuous sins,” 
but distinguished yourselves iy eve- 
ry christian grace? Too many are 
apt to content themselves with a ne- 
gative, a neutral kind of religion, 
and think they are in the high read 
to salvation if they are guiliy of no 


to the first and great command, have 
you loved the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and soul, and mind, 
and strength:* siege you constant. 





y prayed to him in private, and 
Kerala him in Caiatlic? Have 

you sacredly observed that holy 
day which is consecrated to tis sere 
vice, and never prostituted it, or 
any part of it, to the purposes of 
business or pleasure, of luxury or 
indolence? Has your worship been 
not merely that of the lips, but of 
ithe heart, ©in spirit and in truths” 
rand how were your thoughts employ- 
ed at that very moment when the 
ground shock beneath you, and the 
walls of your churches trembied 





flagrant and enormous crimes. But|arount you! 


deceive not yourselves, I beseech 
you, With such vain imaginations a 
these. Christianity not only re- 
quires exemption from vice, but sen- 


timents of piety, and habits of vir- 
tue. It requires you not only “to 
put off the old man, but to put on) allele’ is a question, about which 
‘ive might multiply words to little 
if we should calca- 
tate how many of the human race 
you to move in, and requires acti-{will be saved, and how many will 
ve shall employ ourselves to 
verance, in the discharge of them. 'as little effect. There is only one 
it expects |thing here to be observed. | 
faith in God, and in the redemption |: author aflirms, that as surely as we 
3 ain iderive our being from a just and mer- 
metlectuat| cifint God, the terms on which we 
faith. but a lively, vital, practical come intothe world are advantageous 
| This .must undoubtedly be 
Have vou then brought. forth these Ct uo, so far as the Creator 
Cy ‘angclical fruits in any tolerable | is the 


the new:”"t Not only, “to eschew 


evil, but to do good.”’|) It marks out) purpose: and, 


a large circle 6 it positive duties for! 
vity, vigilance, vigour, and perse- 
As the foundation of all, 


wrought by Christ; not mer 
historical, speculative, 


belief, productive of good works, 


degree? 


in truth? 


99 


unto rightcousness?) 





* Deut. viii 11, 12, 13, 14, 17. 
+ Bent. viii, 1S. +t } Ephes iv. 22, 24. 
fl Pet. iii. 1). § Rom. x. 9 


To be continued, 
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Of Election and Reprobation. 


~~ ontinued from page 115.) 











| be Jost, 


140 UWS. 


* Mark xii. 30. 


How far the decrees of God are 


Our 


himself 
cause of our present state: 
Have yeu been christians | ‘but j itis very mean logic which ar 

not only in word, but in deed, an vilones, that because God is just se 
Have you not merely liercifal, 
confessed with your mouth the Lord! zaz, as when he was first created: 
Jesus, but believed with your heart! for this is but to say, in other words, 
In obedience that because God is just and merci- 
‘fal, therefore he hath lied to us, in 
‘his account of the Fall and its con- 


man is on the same termes 
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Neither do these 


soquences. 
the justic + 


he removed 


ad mercy of 
from himself the 





Socinianisnt. 


give|rogate such rights as we have not: 
us any ground of co: uplaint.: against for as the Jews did. 
Gol: _ led that they had wbraham for their 
on fi ther, and were never in bondage. 


They boast- 


ginning of all evil and vanity Sar the Soctnian boasts, that he i is 


the lide ty of the 
reserved in himself the beginning 
of all restitution to the Liberty 
his grace; in virtue of which liberty, 
he calleth whom he pleases, at what 
time he pie a and divideih to every 
aan secerally ashe will, ‘Vis Ii- 
berty of ‘calling, and distributing, 


Our autor ¢ lisputes with him; affir-| 

} 
certainly (as sure < iS | 
“4 is just) come into the world on 


Ping, that we 
Go 
advantageous terms, and enjoy! 
these terms without being called to 
them. But, the Scripture, 
is of better authority, informs us. 
t rod, added to his church such 
as should be saved; 
members of it are elected to the di- 
vine privil-ge of being fellow-heirs 
with Jesus Christ; to which they 
certainly have 
Ehe gofis and calling 


peat oned togethers 


of tgod 
because 


it 


of 





which! to 


and that all the|trine will very 


no right by nature, 





creature; as he hath! bern to terms ef advantage, and de- 


hies that he is under the bondage of 
sin: and therefore, by his own ac- 
count of himself, he has no need of 
the Gospel; for the Gospel offers it- 
self as alight to the blind, and help 
to the weak, a medicine to the sick, 
and life to the dead. 


ee 


CHAP. VEIL. 

Of the Divinity of Chrisé. 
It would take up too much room 
examine and settle all the texts 
our author has perverted; neither is 
there any occasion for it. Ets doc- 
soon be overturned, 
if you ask, says he, +FPho then 
is Jesus Chrisi. 7 he be not aed f 
answer in the words of St. Peter, 
addressed to the Jews afier hk his resur- 


are| rection and ascension, that Jesus of 
IS | 


Nazareth was aman approved of 


merely of his free gift that we Gen-| God, fc. dnd man must mean ihe 
tiles ; ted been ¢2 ie d to the terms! same kind of being with ourselves.” 

of his Holy ReLgion, The God. tT ‘he task therefore which le imposes 

who called Gbraham from his counte yiupon you, is only thiss that when 
and abe dy and alterward calle dj you find Jesus of Nazareth cailed 
the Gentiles. throughout the world.!our Lord and Savciour Jesus Christ, 
by the minisiry of his Ay postles,! our Gol and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
granting them repentance unto lile,| God manifest in the jiesi, Jchovah 


hath, ‘¢ of Grace. 
entified 
Evaneclical Charter: 
are no lorger \ ’ 
tion, he muy Av siti CHISE us: 


use the lange oof the An 


act 


the san 


us to 


en? 


ie 


OMe tH 


that diated t us x iite’ nis Church, may | 
ject iS. - 


cut us off fron: it, and re 
he hath actually rejected the Jews, 
for an example tous, It is now as 
possible for a man te forfeit his sta- 
tion under the Gospel, as if were for 
Adam to forfett Paradise: 
ready way to this is preudiy to ar- 


‘ »s>P? ait: ‘ P ! » 
the bre peris of fire! 

? - 
and when we:and Omega the 
yorthy of cur vaca-: 


La 
ile, rite t 


hings in heaven and cs: 


and the | 


the mich y God, 
Mather. tue lipha 
first and the last, the 
Sun of Ri hie ausness, the Prince ef 
the Lord of Glory. b y whom all 
ih were cre- 


~ eet nam oont 
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ated, and by wiiom they n 
ay Whose person there was God re- 
sone the ward to hi maelf, even 
all ihe fulness of the Godhead bodily; 
Tsay, when you read these, and 


TIeaIE : 


sumberless other expressions to the 
same effect, you are to find ways of 
wringing them down to sucha SCUst, 
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as to leave nothing in them all, but| Yet notwithstanding the disap- 
Jesus of Nazareth, a being of the pointment that attends our enqui- 

same kind with yourselves. My |ries, we refuse to repose ourscives 
brethren, if you think this can be upon that ignorance, Which reason 
done, then you are too far gone for|itself in this stage of the matter 
me io reclaim you. If you think it| would advise and approve. Inn the 
cannot, then you see the gr: ind error| mean time, the mind foiled in its re- 
of Socibitaiieni and I need give you peated endeavours, beconies sour and 
no further treuble on this part of dissatisfied with itself. and since. 





our subject. even in the department upon which 
; see ithas expended all its talents and 
Rennell ay ign saes assiduity, its deepest researches 

No. 5. ferminate in doubt and uncertainty, 





The imperfection of all human |it concludes that in every other de- 
knowledge—the second intellectual | partment the same obscurity pre- 
cause of “scepticism. \' vails; and it finally extends the ar- 

Inevery department of scientific | Sument trom the works of the Cre- 
research, there appears to bea limit, ‘be to the Creator himself. 
beyond which all investigations end 
in disappointment and = obscurity.' that pabtis of very metaule enquiry itt 
The rays of human knowledge, when | any department of philosophy, have 
carried beyond their focus, diverge |g fentint y rather to contract: than 
andare fost, Inthe attempttotrace to entarge the understanding. As 
the laws either of mind, or of mat-) we procced upwards in the stream of 
ler. up to their ultimate sources, © science. we find a thousand little 
link is lost inthe chain, which no channels multiplying themselves, in 
human ingenuity can supply. “Pielevery direction, in the pursuit of 
investigation becomes more and! which, we often suffer our attentioa 
nore intricate, yet still we preccet to be so far absorbed, as to forget 


fa 


in the hope, that the intensity of our the ends. whilst we are investigating 
application, anid the subtiliiy of eur |the sources, of things around us, 
enquiries. Will supply the deficiency. | We study parts, rather than the whole, 
We are tempted to proceed beyond and what we gain in our Age of 
our clue, till we are lost in the mazes |division, we lose in our nobler fo culty 
of inextricable caatraloe We dolof combination, It may aiso be re- 
not know enough to assign any ul-|marked, the minds of some, who have 
timate cause for the \ various pheno- | deen eacclusively accustomed io sirict 
mena Which are presented to our onathematical demonstration, are 0 ofte 0% 
view. We know not how a stone jin disposed io give to moral evidence 
falls to the ground; we know notlits just culte, and duly to estimate 
ow the liver secretes bile; we know the degrees 0 of that probability, which 
nat why certain compounds chrys- | isthe very guide of life. Here again 
talize into certain forms. = We! what we gain inthe habit of closo 
know and we trace the effects s,|and laborious thinking, we lose in 
but when we would assign an ulti-|the power of reaily judgment and 
nate Cause, Or in plainer language, | practical disertmination. 
the reason why, and the manner| In both these cases the imperfect 
how, our knowledge and our under- {state of human knowledge has a 


Standings totally fail os, ‘strong tendency to lead man into 


Now, ‘it may first be remarked, 
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136 Jortin’s Discourses. 


an indecisive and a sceptical turn of 
mind, upon all those subjects, which 
are not the objects of immediate 
sense, or of mathematical demon- 
stration. Religion is the object of 
neither, The being and attributes 
of God are not proctaimed by a 
daily voice from Heaven, nor is the | 
truth of the gospel capable of the} 
same sort of ipa oof, as a proposition 
in HMuclid. Yet from an enlarged and 
general view of the constitution 
and frame of things around us, we 
are as morally ceriain of the exis- 
tence of their first Almighty cause, 
as we are sensibly convinced of the 
existence of the things themselves; 
and if we examine the “evidence upon, 
which our assent to christianity Is 
gvounded, we shall find that it ap- 
proaches as nearly to actual assu- 
rance, asthe nature of any testi- 
mony will admit. They who are 
net contented with this expect 
nore than it is reasonable for God 
to give, or for man to require, 
Would men be tempted to consider 
of what knowles ise they are reaily 
capable. and to w! hat uses that know- 
ledee may be applied; would they but 
compare the proportion of power, 
which they POSSESS, to the field al- 
lowed for its exercise, so far from 
resting their scepticism, upon the 
imperfection of their intellectual 
power, they would see the wisdom 
of the Almighty, in contracting its 
span. They would trace the imme- 
dixte agency of the Divinity in al! 
his works—they would see the means 
uniformly proportioned to the end, 
and the instrument adapted to the 
hand which is to use it. Enough 
light is afforded us for every. pur- 
pose which our situation on earth 
could require; we have knowledge 


enough, not indeed to satisfy the in- 
temperance of curiosity, nor to con- 
vert faith into certainty, but we have 
enough to guide our feet in the paths 


of our duty here, and to discover 
to us the road which leads to happi- 
ness hereafter. Here then let us rest; 
Lin religion, as well as in nature, dif- 
ficulties and obscurities must daily 
and hourly occur, from the necessa- 
ry imperfection of all human know. 
ledges in these, it is the province of 
true wisdom patiently to acquiesce, 
And when,” in the words of Mr, 
Locke, ««we have well surveyed the 
powers of our own minds, and made 
some estimate of what we can ex- 
pect from them, we shall not be in- 
clined either to sit still, and not set 
our thoughts on work at all, in des- 
pair of knowing any thing, or on 
the other side, question every thing, 
and disclaim all knowledge, because 
some things are not to be understood, 
50 from encouraging sceptical views 
upon the subject of religion. the ve- 
ry consciousness of its imperfect 


‘Knowledge, would lead the mind of 


a rational man to repose itself with 
increasing ecaadidlnauils on the wis- 
dom and on the promises of God. 
The time will surely come, when 
the veil which now obscures our vi- 
sion, shal be removed; when all the 
difficulties which now perplex us 
shall be unravelled; when the capa- 
cities of our souls shall be infinitely 
enlarged, and perfect Knowledge 
shall be consummated in perfect 
glory. 


—— 


From Br. Jortin’s Discourses. 

Apout the beginning of the fifth 
century arose a religious quarrel 
between Pelagius, a defender of free 
will and human liberty, and Augus- 
tin, who was a Fatalist; an obscure 
and intricate controversy concerning 
divine assistance or grace, freedom 
of acting, and predestination; a con- 
troversy which, after it once began, 
never ceased, but hath been carried 
on by Calvinists, Arminians, Jan- 





isenists, Jesuits, Fatalists, ‘&e, 
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Augustin, in the days of youth. |fine genius, and much vivacity and 
had been seduced by the Maneche |penetration. and was a skilful dispu- 
ans; afterwards he saw through the |tanut. From general principles he 
errors and absurdities of the sect.{drew a vast variety of consequences, 
and forsook it But when he wasj|and formed a system which is tole- 
become a Bishop, he propagated and | rably well connected in all its parts. 
defended predestinarian tatalit, ,and| He was a great advancer of senti- 
the doctrine of persecution; for which| wents which were only conjectures 
posterity is liith: obliged to him. As| and probabilities. He had less learn- 
to the affair of persecution, he seems|ing, than genius; was not skilled in 
to have been severe by religion, and|the languages, and had read little of 
gentle by tempers which shows how |the ancients. He hath discussed all 
necessary it is to have reasonable} sorts of points and quesizons, is full 
principles, wilhoul whith the bestjot repetitions, and elernatly dwelii Th 4 
natured man is capable of doing the \upon the same subjects. 
most ill-natured actions. It hath been} One cause of trouble of mind to 
acommon practice with superstitious melancholy pious persons, is an ap- 
Christians, to burn Heretics, and to|prehension that possibly they may 
spare the vilest malefactors at the | be excluded from mercy, by some 
same time. | positive decree, and foreappointment 

Augustin speaking of one of the of God. From nature and reason 
Stoical doctrines, treats it as an in- (this apprehension Cannot arise; for 
sult upon common sense. And yet he: ‘it is contrary to all our notions of 
could not see that his own system |the divine attributes, that the infi- 
Was more absurd than all the stoi-|nitely merciful and good God, whose 
cal paradoxes put together, What) tender inercies are over alllis works, 
would a stoic have said, if he had should for his own seprtcien and not 
heard a christian philosopher affirm. | for any wickedness of thers, eternal- 
that an infant, dving the same day ly decree any of his creatures to be 
in which he was born, was eternally iniserable, Nor in scripture indeed, 
dasmed for the sin of Adam, pany more than in the reason of 

Faustus, disputing against Augus- things, (but only in the writings of 
tin, says, if oneis doomed to lifes and |some unskilful interpreters, is there 
another to perdition, we are not born! any foundation tor anv such appre- 
that we nay be judged, but we arejhension, For even if there could be 








judged before we are born “Vhe re-| pointed out some few obscure texts, 


mark is just, and ten Augustins and | which unstable persons may be apt 
Calvins cannet answer it. to misinterpret to their own and 
Augustin {ell into his predestina- | others disquiet, yet is it but fit that 
rian notions, as Leclerc observes, the whole design, and perpetua! aim 
first by retaining some of his Mane- ‘of scripture, should be the interpre= 
cheeism; secondly by meditating up-;ter of particular passages? And is 
on the episties of St. Paal, Which he not this, the whole current of scrip- 
understood not, having only a slen-'ture from one end to the other, that 
der knowledge of the Greek tongue, | the judge of all the earth will ren- 
and of the ancient fathers; and third. ide r to every man according to 
ly, by a special grace and illaumina- | what he has done, whether it be good 
tion, which he Seen to have been | or evil? That with righteousness 
conferred on himself, shall he judge the world and the peo- 
According to Du Pin, he had a; ple with equity? And if this were 











138 Extract. 


not the whole tenour of scripture,{ nally cast off. And where God’s pre- 
yet it is not undeniable, that the par- | determination of particular persons is 
ticular texts which speak after this|spoken of, it is not a foreappoint- 
manner, are infinitely clearer, and|ment to eternal happiness or misery, 
plainer, and less possible to be mis-|but always to some temporal office 
applied, than those which are ima jor advantage only. ‘Thus of Jacob 
eined to look the contrary way?|and Esau, it was determined, before 
Do es not God swear by himself, as|either of them was born, or had done 
1 live, saith the Lord, I have no|good or evil, that the purpose of 
pleasure in the death of him that di- God according to election, might 
eth, but rather that he should turn|stand, it was determined, what? on- 
from his ways and live? Does not the|ly that the older should be servant 
Apostle St. Peter declare, that God | to the younger; and when God har- 
is not willing that any should perish, | dened Pharaohs heart, it was not that 
but that all should come to repent-|God originally made him wicked, 
ance? And St. Paul, that God would|but his own obstinate wickedness 
bave all men to be — and tocome{made him worthy to be judicially 
io the knowledge of the truth? And|hardened. And when it was foreap- 
is if net fit that these plain texts,| pointed that our Saviour should be 
which cannot he mistaken, should be | betrayed, it was likewise foreappoint- 
the rules by which the — ones ed, not that Judas should betray him, 
» be interpreted, rather than) but that our Lord should chuse on 
he obscurer places sho uld cause | purpose inte the number of his Apos- 
the plain ones to be pervert ‘d or ne-|tles, one such person as Judas, whose 
vlecte a? And yet madend, even the ob-|own wickedness he saw would make 
scure ones, are not so much so in| him a proper instrument of accom- 
themselves, as by our want of our} plishing that design. 
attending to their true meaning. 
The ninth chapter of the Epistle to 
the Romans, which has sometimes 
perplexed the minds of well meaning 
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He who is desirous to find religi- 
ous truth, must seek her in the Holy 
Scriptures, interpreted by good sense 


sersens, was by all christians in the = ag or criticism, and embrace 
4 ee oe 2 Lif ult dj no theological systems any further 
nil nase cullys and 'S)than as they are found consistent 
now again by all rational men, who with the will of God 


attend to the scope of the Apostle’s| a theological system is too often 
ary Dy r 2 -} © ~; »} > > 

gaat i more — lan ” 60 SCHEME | 9 ——— cnnacorates to — 
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ing God’s shining some pal rticula oe must iene his nce 

persons, and reject ing others from) o¢ the door, and it will be well if he 


) } ¢ t a 
eternal salvation, but concerning his! find it ate he comes out again. 
re ject: ng the nation of the Jews, and| 
= 


receiving in the Gentiles to be par-! 
takers of the Gospel; and the elect) On the True Marks of Holiness. —Bi- 
there spoken of, are the whole chris-' shop Wilson. 

tian church, whereof ail nevertheless! Holiness consists in such a change 
do not attain unto salvation, and thelof the heart, as that a man desires 
reprobate there mentioned are the and strives to please God, out of a 
whole nation of unbelieving Jews,!sense of love and duty to him. So 
whereof all nevertheless were not fi-|saith St. John—Whoso keepeth his 
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word, in him verily is the love of| The Song of Solomon is justly ad- 
God perfected. mired by all lovers of exquisite poe- 
And though, through the weakness) try, beautiful allegory, and splendid 
of our nature, our obedience may | diction; but the work itself, (much 
not be perfect, yet it may be sincere,| less its gross, and almost blasphem- 
and so it must be or it will never be| ous imitations,) does not seem calcu- 
accepted; that is, we must hate all) lated to enlightenthe ignorant mind, 
sin, Strive against it, avoid all temp-| or to amend the depraved heart. So 
tations to it, we must live in the fear| much previous information respect- 
of God, beg his pardon when we) ing the design of the composition, 
have done amiss, pray earnestly for|such clear judgment, and such a 
the assistance of his Holy Spirit, and! chaste and correct imagination, are 
be always striving to get the maste-| necessary, for understanding it right- 
ry over our corruptions; and aod. | ly, that the song of songs appears 
who sees our sincerify, will pardon) best suited to be the cabinet compa- 
our imperfections, and increase our! nion of a Horsley, or a Jones. Alle- 
graces daily. igories addressed to the passions, have 
a i done infinite harm, in unskilful hands; 
Extracts, ‘I will net absolutely say that they 

Edification cannot be promoted by) have occasioned gross vices; but the 
that style of enamoured familiarity | have bewildered the weak understand- 
which is often used in hymns, eja-\ings of many, who under the tuition 
culatory addresses, and sermons. | of sober pastors, might have become 
‘Those fond and passionate epithets, | sincere humble christians, and valua- 


which are borrowed from the amo-| }/e members of society. (Mrs. West) 
rous softness of sensual attachment, | — 

do not become any part of the ser. | What little importance is affixed 
vices of the sanctuary, The female; by many to the duty of prayer, and 
sex is charged with being peculiarly | especially if offered in a prescribed 
apt to confound the very opposite | form of devotion? The sermon is the 
characters of their Redeemer, and) attraction to most ifinerant hearers, 
an earthly lover; and it is said, that, & if they can burry into the sanctu- 
the Church of Rome has _ reconciled | ary, when their favourite orator ha- 
many a virgin victim to monastic se-| rangues, time enough to catch the 
verities, and seclusion, by captivat-| honey dropping from his lips, they 
ing her imagination with the fallaci-| are content to omit their own indis- 
ous title of the Spouse of God. The! pensible duty, of offering the chris- 











-compositions, which I reprobate,!tian sacrifices, by praying to the 
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profess to take the Song of Solo- 
mon for their model; which is known 
to be an Epithalamium, addressed by 
that uxorious monarch to one of his 
brides. The church received it as 
she did all the other Jewish scrip- 
tures, but by passing it over, in her 
rubrics and offices, we may conclude. 
that she conceives it to be of too al- 
legorical and mystical a nature, to 
be safely recommended to the study 
of her ordinary members. 


‘Lord God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, who sanctifieth the sab- 
‘bath for his worship. Our better in- 
‘formed ancestors knew that hearing 
was not the principal occupation of 
the day of rest; but that instruction 
ought to be preceded and sanctified 
by holy supplication, The advan- 





'tage of a set form of prayer, in which 
| all hiay join with premeditated ate 
‘tention, is too obvieus to be denied; 
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and when such a composition as our 
liturgy, for sense, copiousness, sub- 
limity and piety, solicits our prefer- 
ence—a composition compiled from 
the best devotional tracts of the an- 
cient fathers, and from the pure ri- 
tuals of early churches, aided by the 
Jabours of those exemplary founders 
of our own, who became martyrs 
and confessors to the truths which 
they contained, surely it must be no 
ordinary selt-sufficiency, no common 
portion of vanity and conceit, that 
can decry this admirable service as 
formal and cold, and prefer to it the 
often unmeaning and irreverent 
rhapsodies of those, who pour forth 
a torrent of words before their Crea- 
tor. lt is evident that the congre 

gation cannot join in these unpre 

meditated addresses: for desire must 
precede request, and knowledge must 
go before assent. Edification, there- 
fore, cannot be promoted, if prayer, 
the means by which God has _ pro- 
mised to convey his spirit to them 
who ask it, be omitted or performed 
by one person. ‘Those who listen to 
the devotions of the preacher, may 
be called hearers of his word, but 
not the word of God. 





It were well, says Lesley, if in- 
stead of wild enthusiasm, we would 
come te learn the sobriety of reli- 
gion. In which let us heighten our 
zeal and divine enthusiasm, to ad- 
here strictly to the revealed will of 
scripture; to have a flaming charity 
for the good of the body, and the 
unity of the church; that our en- 
thusiasm may tend to heal and not 
to divide; to advance the glory of 
God, and to humble ourselves in our 
own conceits; that we may be wil- 
ling cheerfully to submit ourselves 
to our superiours both in church 
and state; and not be so apt to judge 
others, as to censure ourselves; anc 
then, though we had different opi- 


Extracts. 


nions, yet we should have no schism, 
We should live together as members 
of the same body; that though one 
were more honourable or useful 
than another, yet there would be 
no strife, no emulation, but which 
Should exceed most in mutual good 
ofhces, and care for the wholes such 
aheaven, we should see, if we had 
no schism. 


If thou wilt enter into life, saith 
the God of «ruth, keep my commund- 
ments. Anudagain, They thal have 
done good, shail go into life everiust- 
ing, and they that have done evil, 
(and have not repented), shall go in- 
to everlasting fre. 


You wili be apt to say, who does 
not know this? Be itsu—But then 
the generality of christians do not 
consider, that to say they know this, 
and yel live as if there was not one 
syllable of truth in it, must be most 
provoking to God, and of most 
dreadful consequence to those wiio 
are guilty of such perverseness. 


But how shall we know that our 
faith, and repentance, and works, 
will be acceptable to God? This 
brings us to consider, what those 
things are, which at the hour of 
death, will make that vast difference 


betwixt those who are to be blessed, . 


and those who are likely to be mise- 
rable. 


And though we must not say, 
that it is merely their good works 
which will render the righteous the 
objects of God’s mercy, (for that is 
a doctrine contrary to God’s word) 
yet this we may say, because 
the Spirit hath said it, that their 
good works must follow, or accom- 
pany them, as evidences of their 


repentance and faith and charity; | 


and that having these witnesses of 





our sincerity, we may plead the pro- 
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mises of God in Jesus Christ, and 
be assured of being accepted. 

I may depend upon the sincerity 
of my repentance, if Ican say, with 


truth. that IT have been careful to 
call myself to an account, and to ex 
amine into the state of my soul; and 
if [ have avoided, as much as possi- 
ble, falling inte the sins of which I 
have repented: that [have kept out 
of the way of temptation, and never 
think of my past offences, but with 
sorrow. cone rm and self-reproach, 
This is a repentance unto life, not 
to be repented of, 

Andthen Tmay, with truth say, 
that T love God, if for his sake and 
to secure his favour, LT have re- 
nounced my own corrupt desires and 
inclinations, and all these ev:l ha- 
bits which Phad unhappily contract- 
edeethat Lam reso!ved to do his will, 
as far as it shall appear to me to be 
the will of God; that Lam heartily 
concerned, when Tam sensible that 
1 have done otherwise, and resolve 
to do so no mores and that Lam re- 
solved to suffer any inconvenience. 
rather than do what I know wil! 
either offend or do him dishonour, 

In the next place, I may be confi- 
dent. tiat my faith will be approved 
of God, if L have received the truths 
of the gospel, as coming from him, 
with humility, and have endcavour- 
ed to order my life, according to 
that gospel which I profess to be- 
lieve. Bishop Wilson, 








For the Repository. : 
The enclosed valuable observati- 


ons, on the duties and qualifications 
of vestrymen, (and it may be added, 
of parishioners also,) are taken from 
a letter, net long since received by 
wrepondent, from a truly 
Pious, zealous, and judicious mem- 
ber of the church. They have re- 





lation to some of the subjects which 
have been discussed in the Reposi- 
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tory, and are offered for insertion 
in it. Candidus, 
Dear Sir, 

It is the part of candour and jus- 
tice, where a man has erred, to con- 
fess his errors especially if he have 
imputed erroneous opinions to ano- 
ther. Notseldom, you will remem- 
ber, [have opposed your sentiments 
upon a certain topic, and charged 
you with thinking in the extreme. 
1 allude to our occasional conversa- 
tions relative to that class of eccle- 
siastical officers cailed Vestrymen. 
Lever thought that you maintained 
an opinion, respecting the depravity 
and incapacity of many of them, 
incompatible with the good sense 
and integrity of those by whose suf- 
frages they are constituted and ap- 
pointed to their office, Bat it be- 
comes me to acknowledge, that I 
have at length discovered the recti- 
tide and consistency of your opi- 
mons, and the fallacy of my own 
reasoning. Not infrequently, I find, 
these men are continued in office, if 
not appointed to it in the first 
instance, by their own votes. 
This surely does not justify the su- 
pineness and indifference of those 
who suffer them so to act: butsuch is 
very often the fact, the shameful, 
the deplorable fact. 


The consequence is, that an in- 
different vestry, amidst an indiffe- 
rent people, produce effects most la- 
mentable. Isee it clearly, as you 
have described it. No sooner does 
such a vestry become empowered to 
act as the representatives of a pa- 
rish, than inflated with a vanity and 
self-importance which is itself the 
completest disqualification for office, 
they proceed, no matter whether 
right or wrong, to originate or 
give sanction to measures the most 
cqntrary to the real interests of re- 





ligion, and the honest views of an 
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upright Pastor. Their view is ra- 
her ta preserve their own populari- 
ty. than to aid or patronize a iminis- 
ter in the discharge of his daty. If 





he has any zeal for the objects of 
his holy functions, and the reforma- 
tion or edification of those commit- 
ted to his care, their frigidity is sure 
to produce obstacles, rather than fa- 
cility and aid, to his laudable endea- 
vous. They cannot contemplate 
the proficiency of a single individu- 
al beyond their own measure of at- 
tainssent, without labouring to re- 
duce every thing to that standard 
Which they proudly deem infallible. 
‘hus thetr covenanted and official 
co-operation with a clergyman, is 
converted into an effectual oppositi- 
on ftohim. They merge the sacred- 
ness of thetr public undertaking in 


the petty considerations, or rather, 


Inconsideration, of their 6wn perso 
nal animosities, and become syste- 
matic opposers, where they are ob- 
ligated and sworn to be faithful and 
Incorraptible coadjufors, 

‘E’his is too evident, upon a sur- 
rey of facts: and I tremble to think 
of the power and authority—to do 
good, or to do harm. vested tn these 
Characters, They hold in a sort the 


secular and spiritual, the present! 


and eternal concerns of a whole 
ministerial charge in their hands: 
and the ablest clergyman is unable 
to do any thing with a rational hope 
of success, by reason of thei hos- 
tility. If he cannot reclaim them, 
or set aside their efficiency, he has) 
no apparent chance to effect the ends 


of his ministry, to gather and fo: 


feed the flock of Christ. ‘T'o set 


. , Le -o | 
aside the official agency or nullify” 


the a vuthority of these legal repre- 
sentatives is not meant; all that] 
would be desirable, all that woud, 
be constitutional and scriptural, is 
to suspend their influence, to para-| 
lize their efforts to do evil, till they 


of themselves mightsee fit to do good, 
and descry the mode of doing it: 
but this, would most frequently issue 
in destroying a clergyman’s influ. 
ence, and annulling tin own efforts 
in the cause of truth and duty. 
Hence your views are undoubted. 
ly correct; and I testify to them, 
not only to declare my own convic- 
tion with you, but to call, if 
possible, a more general a'tention to 
the subject. If the present inadver- 
tence continues, the condition of 
some parishes must, to all human 
calculation, remain irretrievable. 
but my hope is, that either the 
next ensuing Easter will rectify 
such enormities, in the proper way, 
or that an appropriate address from 
the Convention of this state will en- 
lizliten the minds of the uninformed 
and dissipate the heedlessness of the 
unwary. [t is really intolerable, 
that a setof men should be foisted 
into power tn acase affecting the 
vital interest of religion, who are 
not themselves versed in the matter, 
ner aware that the souls of thou- 
sands may beinfluenced capitally by 
their agency. And not this merely 
'—the very secular affairs of a pa- 
vish, they are very often as little 
‘qualified, as they are solicitous to 
‘ansact aright. The two distinct 
concerns of a church and a glebe, 
they are forever disposed to confound 
and thus eventually to bring destruc- 
ion upon both: and it would be no 
great matter of surprize, if a vestry 
should undertake to build churches, 
3 0r repair them irom the annual pro- 
ceeds, if not from the principal of 
the very fund provided for the sup- 
port of a minister. ‘Thusea_ parish 
‘competently endowed mi@ii@ebe va- 
cated for an unlimited per under 
the very plea of building o¢ repairing 
‘those sacred edifices, which the rea- 
dy munificence of a well instructed 
| people would be sure to accumplish 
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without delay. Thus religious ig-| this of baptism, the child being by 
norance and an obdurate heedless-|it solemnly admitted into the church 
ness to divine and eternal things |of Christ, of which the whole con- 
might be perpetuated, under the|gregation are to be witnesses, and 
functions of those «ficial men, who|all their prayers being desired in 
are, both by divine and human Jaws,| behalf of him. And when any one 
the authorised guardians of a con-lis baptized, IT both put mysel! in 
siderable branch of the church of|mind of my own duty, as a christi- 
God: thus the passing and the rising|an and examine myself, how I have 
generations might experience in sadjieft my vow of baptism, and how 
reality, what it is distraction to ajcarefully Thave performed my pro- 
feeling mind to contemplate even in| mise and duty towards those chil- 
idea. dron in Whose name I have answered 
Think not, my friend, that Ein-las godfather, and also devoutly and 
veigh against the office of a Vestry-| heartily, - the church teacheth), 
man. L would plead only for the | pray that this child may have grace 
due discharge of this high and most| to live agreeably to this holy religi- 
important trust. | would plead al- ale into Which he is now adnitted. 
so with those who have this trust! Tam glad to assist at the catechi- 
to confer: and entreat them. in the sing of chibteen, and think it no 
exercise of their annual suffr age tO! time lost to have the fundamentals 
have regard to the zeal and piety, | (of our re het Lon repeated over in the 
the judgment and condact of those catechism. For, it is by them that 
Whom they appoint judges aud wee | i, as well as the children, can be 
ers in our ied, lt is not enous! 1 saved, and i think it a mighty ad- 
that they be CONS pic uous and in fla | vantage to have the whole sum and 
ential, from their rank in lifes thes s abstance, not of one text of scripture 





must also be virtuous, pene, intelli- | or of one point, but of all scripiure, 
gent, judicious and exemplary. ja nd of the whole of christianity de- 
—= livered at once, as it is in the ca- 


From ihe Faith and Practice of a) ‘techism. And it will naturally put 
Churchman. ‘several things into my mind, Which 
As to baptism. I am taught 1 - either I did not mind before, or had 
absolute necessity of if, where ‘forgo ttcn. So, Lshall also benefit 
can be had, we bei ne by it admittet | my naif, as well as countenance re- 
into the number of Christ? s di: ciples. | hig ‘ion = the public service, and 
made part of his body, and have ea) cncourag the children, and de them 
share in all the prayers for, and good. 
blessings to his church. And there- | [ omit not to bring my own chil- 
fore | ‘take a most religious cape dren, or god-children, when of com- 
that my children be baptized, as | petent age, to be confirmed by tle 
soon as conveniently they can. But} bishop, (having first taught them 
I bring them to church, and suffer the catechism and the des ign of con- 
them not to be baptized at home, firmation, ) for by so doing, [ obey 


unless in case of utmost extremity. | 
For, as [think that public service 
ought to be preferred before private, 


so I think there is no office or part! 
of religious service. that more ne., 


cessarily requires to be public, thar 


1 { 


‘the church, show my own religious 
care, make some good impressions 


on the children’s minds as to religi- 


on, and put them in mind of their 
vow of baptism, and the necessity 


s* 


f their performing it, and I hope I 


we 





eed 2 


Ses. 
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get further, a great deal of good for 
the child. For the prayers of one 
good man for another are very avail- 
able, and therefore much more thoxe 
of persons so highly commissioned 
by God, as our bishops are, who 
not only pray for, but also are em- 
powered to bless in God’s name. 
And Lhave much reason to hope, 
that God wiil fiearken to them, and 
grant what they pray for. and make 
good and fulfil, what by their bles- 
sing us in God’s name they give us 
ground to hope for. 

As 1 omit no opportunity of going 
to church, so, nor of receiving the 
sacrament, and yet LT always take 
most religious care to prepare my 


self before IT come to it. For the 


isoluptuous enjoyments; 





acts. 





‘intolerable an evil, or have it on any 
account inflicted on him. 


— 


The Real Blessings of Wealth. 


It is not, says a pious writer, the 
rich man’s gold that is tu be envied; 
it is his oppoitunity of doing good 
therewith, that [ covet. ‘To sup. 
port charitable and religious soci. 
eties—to advance the Redeemer’s 
kingdo «—to endow seminaries of 
icarning—to cheer the  widow’s 
heart—to cherish the hapless or. 
phan—to succour them in sickness, 
and wipe away the tear :rom the 
cheek of the mourners; these are 
these the 
real juxuries of life, in which the 





frequent celebration of this Holy | 
Office, is what the church of Christ | 

. ! 
always practiced, and our church 


great may revel; this is their bed of 
down, their feast of dainties, and 
their flow of pleasure. But do they 


expects; and a constant use of it. | not too often let these joys escape 


and of preparation In order te if, 
I look on as a most prudent, if not 
necessary meaus to counterbalance | 
the constant solicitations and teinp- 
tations of life. And by such a con- 
stancy, I both honour and obey God, 
and keep my own devotion warm, 
and by the biessing of God, shall 
make piety and goodness even cus- 
tomary and habitual to me, which 


them? 


—_— — 


Self- Examination. 


Mason, in his excellent little work 
on self knowledge, tells us, we must 
often lock into our hearts, if we 
would know them.—We must first 
suspect ourselves, then examine 
ourselves, then watch ourselves, if 





is the greatest blessing surely of 
which we are capable in this life. 
I look on it, indeed, as the most 
holy office of our religion, and 
therefore, of all things in this life, 
dread being excommunicated, or de- 
barred from coming to its; excom- 
munication, wien it proceeds on just 
grounds, being, as ‘Tertullian calls 
it, an earnest or foretaste of the last 
judgment, and condemnation there; 
and therefore [ take care, neither by 
heresy, schism, profaneness, nor yet 
by any contempt of authority, to 
have it pronounced against me. No 
wise man would willingly come un- 
der the suspicion ef so great and! 





we expect ever to know ourselves. 
If this sage advice was more gene- 
rally followed, how much less of 
pride, and self sufliciency, should 
we all possess. Mason says, ‘were 
aman to accustom himself to such 
employment. he need not live until 
thirty, before he suspects himself a 
fool, or till forty before he knows 
— 


The Convention of the P. E. Church 
of Maryland, 


Will meet in Baltimore on the 31st 
of May, being the first Wednesday 
after Trinity Sunday. 





